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attention  to  ascertain  the nature of the climate  of
the Mahabaleshwar Hills.
In reference to the paragraph of your letter,
requesting me to state how far my medical duties
at the Residency might admit of devoting my time
to the object, which the Honourable the Governor
has in contemplation, I must observe that, though
the calls on me by sick members of the Residency
are not constant, yet, as the late frequent claims
on my attention afford the only means of judging
for the future, I could not possibly accomplish the
object in view, if a twelve month's residence on the
Hills be deemed absolutely necessary. But should
the Honourable the Governor think that a residence
of one month in each of the periods of the year,
namely the hot, rainy and dry seasons, might be
sufficient for ascertaining the general nature of the
climate, I will be able to give my attention for
such a period to this, or even to take charge of the
sick from the beginning of February, from which
time all the members of the Residency will be in
all probability at the Hills.
An accurate register of the thermometer on the
Hills for twelve months, with observations on the
prevailing winds, and the quantity of rain which
may have fallen, is a desideratum regarding the
climate, much wanted before any accurate opinion
can be formed regarding the propriety of Mahabale-
shwar as a convalescent station; but this even is only
secondary and of minor importance, to ascertaining
what are the effects of the climate on men labouring
under disease, when all the benefits of experienced